DUNCHURCH ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MINUTES  
 
Held in Dunchurch Community Library, School Street, Dunchurch on Monday 15th May 2017 at 7.15pm 
 
 
 
PRESENT: 
Cllr P Eccleson [Chairman] 	 	 	 	 		 	 
 	  	 	 	 
Cllr H Morshead 	 	 	 	 Cllr G Jones	 	 	  
 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Clerk to the Parish Council: 	 	 	Miss L Foster

 
OTHER: 
	 	 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 
Paul Waller, Mrs John and one member of the press.
 
The meeting started at 7.15pm. 
 
1. TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Cllr Nick Jones 					Cllr H Roberts
Cllr D Roberts					Cllr S Hallahan
Cllr N Sodhi
 
2. TO CONFIRM MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 9th MAY 2016 
The Minutes from the Parish meeting held on 9th May 2016 were proposed by Cllr H Morshead and seconded by Cllr G Jones and were confirmed as a true record. Mr Waller abstained from approving the minutes. We proceeded to confirm everyone’s approval of the minutes. Everyone confirmed the minutes and the minutes were signed by Councillor Eccleson (Chair). 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2016/17 
Cllr Eccleson delivered his report as follows - 
PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE
Our Parish Council Office housed in the library continues to work well and is in a convenient location. Its opening hours are communicated to all-comers.  Lindsay Foster, our Parish Clerk, joined us a year ago and has fitted in well in both her Parish responsibilities and with the effective running of our community library. I would like to thank her for her contribution this year and wish her well in the forthcoming year as she studies for her formal Clerk’s qualifications.
Financial responsibility has remained with Trish as our Responsible Financial Officer, or RFO. Trish has done a tremendous job in securing grant funding for a variety of causes not to mention computers for the Youth Club. 
DUNCHURCH LIBRARY
We are now just over five years since we started running Dunchurch Community Library. As far as our library users are concerned the library continues to be very successful. We have secured a 25-year lease on the premises which gives us the confidence to maximise use of this facility going forward.
Meanwhile, the continued success of our library is dependent on several dedicated volunteers and I should like to formally thank them for their ongoing hard work.
YOUTH SERVICE
Our youth service is well subscribed and continues from strength to strength. We, with the aid of Warwickshire Youth Services found it necessary to move the meeting venue to the Methodist Church Cawston Lane due to unfounded complaints from some village residents around its previous location. This Parish Council is dedicated to the success of the service and will continue to support the youth of the village to attend.
CRIME, ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND SECURITY IN DUNCHURCH PARISH
Thankfully levels of crime in our Parish remain relatively low although minor theft continues to be the leading problem. Opportunist thefts are still common. Police advise us against complacency in terms of our security and reinforce the view that we should remain vigilant and keep doors locked. 
There have been one or two more serious burglaries over the year but, whilst unfortunate to the victims, are still few and far between.
LOCAL COMMUNICATIONS
Parish Council Web-site
The Parish Council web-site, dunchurchpc.org has been in operation for over 9 years now and is regularly updated with useful information, official documentation and direct links to the sites of village and non-village, organisations. Minutes and agenda of all Council meetings are published there with the archive including those documents dating from January 2010.  Information relating to the running of the Community Library has a dedicated site, dunchurchlibrary.org.
Parishioners’ Forum
The Parishioners forum has now been a part of the official agenda for the monthly Parish Council meetings for some years. There have been a number of controversial items for discussion throughout the year which has attracted some ‘delegations’ of Parishioners but overall regular attendance at the Parish Council meetings has been very low.  
The major focus points for concern throughout the year have yet again been mainly parking, planning and pollution. We continue to oppose Rugby Borough Councils’ plans for housing development at Ashlawn Road and wait for the findings of the Government Planning Inspector in this regard following the appeal by the Developer. It was regretful that both Rugby Borough Council and the Warwickshire County Council withdrew their objections to this massive development. 
Planning Applications 
The Parish Council has continued to monitor planning applications in the village. We respond to concerns raised by residents and register objections where appropriate. The Parish Council has no powers vested in it with regard to planning applications.
Dunchurch continues to be faced with an unprecedented increase in size with the extra developments on what appears to be any piece of green space in sight.  
This Parish Council will fight to maintain our status as a village.
We continue to challenge the ludicrous housing expansion plans by Rugby Borough Council as outlined in their Local Plan.  We were advised by a number of professionals that the findings had considered only one side of the argument and only those with a vested interest in growth have been consulted.  Population and household projections had been misused to support the arguments. The Parish Council called an Extraordinary Meeting late last year which was attended by a large number of Parishioners who were given the opportunity to voice their opinions. The matter will come before a full Council meeting in Rugby during June.
Throughout another year, we must conclude that in general the residents of Dunchurch see the Parish Council as performing well.  This is demonstrated by an apparent view that there is little need to attend our meetings to voice their views - or is it that maybe apathy is thriving in our community!
 The Parish Council remains under strength and we need additional members to come forward to be considered for membership. We have even made requests via door-to-door leafleting - but to no avail. I encourage participation in affairs that affect us all and would appeal to parishioners to come forward to join this Council.
Dialogue with Local Authorities
We are lucky to have two Borough Councillors and one County Councillor as members of the Parish Council.  Access to local council officials is a regular part of the Parish Council's activities’.
We are aware that there are ongoing discussions about mergers of Local Authorities, Council Tax increases and cuts to services. Parishioners should be aware that a strong Parish Council can help to protect our services and the benefits to our community.

Pollution
Increased traffic leads to even more delays and pollution in our village. This pollution is poisoning our residents. Scaremongering it is not! Recent reports on levels of particulates from diesel engines, NOx show that this has a serious effect on people especially the young and the elderly and those with respiratory problems. The measured levels of this toxic gas at the Dun Cow junction are well outside of EU targets and Rugby borough Council have no firm plan to reduce these levels. 
This Parish Council will not tolerate such an indifferent attitude to this problem. In fact, the Borough Council’s very planning proposals will considerably increase the pollution levels.
The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs has only this month published a report and recommendation for the setting up of ‘clean air zones’ in England.  The Parish Council will bring this to the attention of Rugby Borough Council and engage with them with regards to their proposed developments in this locale and the obvious negative effect on our villages’ air quality. We will not let this issue fall down any cracks!
Parking & Traffic Considerations
There is still nothing positive to report regarding additional parking provision for the village, yet the need is likely only to increase rapidly with numerous planning approvals, all of which will put pressure on the village centre with its service based economy. 
Housing developments will exacerbate the problems that already exist in the very narrow Cawston Lane, increase the need for a pedestrian crossing in Rugby Road.  The inadequate state of the traffic lights in the village centre continues to give concern but we are told that improvements are planned. What and when are still questions that remain unanswered. Technology cannot provide a satisfactory solution to a road junction which is already ‘over capacity’ which the Dun Cow lights are. Already at peak times queues are increasing, particularly on Rugby Road where they often reach Cock Robin roundabout in the mornings and evening. 
PARISH AMENITIES
Playgrounds
Vandalism, although infrequent, still tends to be an issue here. The play facilities are regularly inspected and faults rectified expeditiously.
Village Handyman
Matthew Lee continues to provide us with excellent service as Village Handyman and we thank him for his efforts during another year. Matthew also provides us with updates as to the general condition of play equipment. Unfortunately, Matt is off with a broken leg at present and we wish him a speedy recovery and return to work!
SUPPORT FROM COUNCILLORS
County & Borough
During the year, we received support from some of our Borough and County Councillors and I take this opportunity to thank those that have not only graced us with their presence at Council meetings but also supported this Parish Council. We are and will remain a Parish Council which is focussed not on political parties and their policies but for the singular good of our community. 
Long may that continue!
PERSONAL SUMMARY
I have often said that the role of Chairman can be a thankless and a daunting task – and it is! However, I feel that I am undertaking this task for no other personal gain than to achieve a sense of satisfaction that the needs and benefits to the community are achieved through the motivation of success. 
As previously stated, our numbers, although improved from last year still have this council under strength. Finding new people willing to step forward as Parish Councillors is a difficult task. I would, however, like to recognise the contribution from my fellow volunteer Parish Councillors without whom much could not be achieve. We aim to improve the facilities and quality of life for residents of this village for their unwavering support throughout the year.

4. OTHER MATTERS RAISED BY AN ELECTOR OF THE PARISH 
 
Mrs John thanked the Council for their work throughout the year especially working to rectify the condition of the bench on Coventry Road.

Mr Waller proposed a motion of no confidence in Parish Council no-one present was prepared to support the motion.

Mr Waller was concerned about the representation that Dunchurch Parish Council put forward to the Planning Inspector at the Ashlawn Road appeal. He indicated that the Parish Council should have included more information about the green areas at the Dunchurch crossroads. Councillor Eccleson reassured Mr Waller that we are still working on this as Warwickshire County Council dispute ownership of the land.

Mr Waller suggested that ‘ghost laybys’ could be created on Daventry Road as a solution for parking problems within the village. Councillor Eccleson stated that this could be a positive solution, however the 30mph speed limit would need to extend further down the Daventry road to allow this to happen.

Mr Waller is concerned about the church gate that was stored at Dunchurch Hall. The gate was offered back to the church who do not wish to reclaim it. He asked if he could look at the gate and Councillor Eccleson will enquire about the possibility of this. Councillor Morshead stated that when he had previously viewed the gate it was structurally unsound and the liability attached to this.

A concern surrounding the Dunchurch crossroads was also raised. Councillor Eccleson said there is insufficient cabling at the crossroads to make them more efficient. The crossroads are currently 33% over capacity which will also worsen due to the increase in house building plans. The improvements proposed to the traffic lights would only improve the situation for around 4 months.

One member of the press asked if Councillor Eccleson could forward his statement surrounding pollution and clean air zones. Councillor Eccleson confirmed that he could.

 
The meeting ended 7.55pm 
 
  
Signed:  	 	 	Chairman 
 
Date:  	 	 
1 
Int 	 	APA 2015 
1 
Int 	 	APA 2015 
                                                                                         1                                                                                APA 2017

