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DUNCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL
Dunchurch Community Library, School Street, Dunchurch, CV22 6PA
Telephone 01788 817550 or 07474 705061 Email Clerk@dunchurchpc.org 

IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE A HARD COPY OF THE AGENDA OR MINUTES FOLLOWING THE DPC MEETING AND DOESN’T HAVE ACCESS TO A COMPUTER, PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK ON 01926 814491 TO REQUEST A COPY.

The Minutes of the Ordinary Council Zoom Meeting of Dunchurch Parish Council that took place on Monday, 20th July 2020 at 7.00 pm.

Present: Cllrs Tracey Price (Chair), Ken Knott, Jan Gee-Russell, Gillian O’ Connell, Howard Marsh, Cara Martin and RBC Cllr Peter Eccleson.

4 Members of the public were also present – Mr Robin Aird, Ms. Jaine Thornton Weeks, Paul Waller, and Keith Protheroe.

Photographing, reporting, recording, filming, or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting may occur and therefore all persons participating in the meeting should be aware that such recording, reporting, or filming may take place.  Members of the public attending the meeting (but are not participating in the meeting) who do not wish to be filmed or photographed in the meeting must state this at the start of the meeting.

Cllr Tracey Price welcomed everyone to the meeting and went through the various instructions for the Zoom meeting.
Public Participation Session
The Chair invited the members of the public attending the meeting if they wished to speak and they declined. 
1. Apologies. 
The Clerk advised that she had not received any apologies.

2. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.
The Clerk confirmed that there were no Declarations of Interest.

3. Reports from Rugby Borough Councillor and Warwickshire County Councillor.
RBC Cllr Peter Eccleson reported the following:
· Warwick District Council and Stratford District Council were proposing to form a Unitary Authority under the Devolution Act which may have a significant impact on RBC. Cllr Eccleson went on to say that WCC were opposing the proposal.  The Government ruling indicated that 500,000 residents in the area were required for the proposal to form a Unitary Authority and if WDC and SDC joined they were short of the number of residents required. 
· Cllr Eccleson confirmed that there was an RBC meeting scheduled for 21st July and the proposals would be discussed at that time. 
· Cllr Eccleson advised that RBC had joined the Warwickshire campaign regarding the amount of litter entitled ‘Don’t Be a Tosser’ ! Cllr Eccleson went on to say that the amount of litter generated during the Lockdown had increased significantly and indicated that it cost RBC a lot of money to collect the litter.
· Cllr Eccleson advised that most of the RBC Grass Cutting contractors had been re-deployed during the Lockdown, however, they were now re-starting their normal schedule of works.
· Cllr Eccleson confirmed that a number of RBC staff had been re-deployed during the lockdown to manage Food Banks and they had distributed hundreds of food parcels to vulnerable residents in the area.
· Cllr Eccleson advised that he had attended a Thurlaston PC meeting and there was great concern regarding the planning application for Symmetry Park (R16/2569).  Members of Thurlaston PC had requested a meeting with the Head of RBC Planning to discuss the application in more depth.  Cllr Ken Knott confirmed that the DPC was also concerned about the application and the amount of vehicle movements which would be generated.  Cllr Eccleson suggested that a member of the DPC might like to attend the meeting with the RBC Head of Planning and he would advise the Clerk of the date and time.
· Cllr Eccleson advised that more PC’s in the area were reporting crimes during the Lockdown and Cllr Tracey Price confirmed that if a crime had been committed that members of the public report it to the Police.
· Cllr Eccleson confirmed that he had advised RBC of an incidence of fly tipping in Cawston Lane and Cllr Price said that she had reported this to RBC too.  Cllr Ken Knott asked Cllr Eccleson if more than four people could be admitted to the re-cycling centre at any one time as this might help reduce incidents of fly tipping. 

4. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting which took place on 23rd June 2020.
Cllr Price asked if the DPC accepted and agreed with the minutes dated 23rd June 2020.  It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the above meeting were confirmed as a true record and could be signed by the Chair.  This motion was proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr O’Connell and the minutes were then unanimously approved by those Councillors present at the meeting.

5. Clerks Report of Activities, including any appropriate correspondence.
· To approve redevelopment of the DPC website - update.
· The Clerk confirmed that she had spoken to the contractor who was going away on holiday shortly.  However, she had suggested that he look at Harbury and Henley in Arden PC web sites as a guide to what the DPC would be asking for.  The Clerk had agreed to a Zoom Meeting when the contractor returned from his annual leave.

· Notice of Election of Dunchurch Parish Councillors on 6th May 2021- requested by ten Electors in the Parish of Dunchurch
· The Clerk advised the meeting that ten Electors in the Parish of Dunchurch had requested an election to fill the three vacant seats on the DPC.  However, due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, an election could not take place until 6th May 2021.  Cllr Knott asked about the one remaining casual vacancy and the Clerk responded by saying that she had advertised the vacancy, following the resignation of Cllr Tony Gillias, however, she had not heard from RBC to advise whether the vacancy could be filled by co-option or not.  The Clerk went on to advise that she would contact the potential co-optees and advise them of the position.  Cllr Marsh suggested that the above information be uploaded on to the DPC web site and Facebook page.

6. Planning – All Applications received Since the last DPC Meeting

	Application No.
	Address
	Proposal
	Comments Due

	R20/0443
	Toft Edge, Southam Road
	Proposed Annexe
	24.07.2020



The Clerk advised that she had circulated the above planning application to all the DPC Cllrs.  Cllr Knott confirmed that he had looked at the proposals and the extension was close to Southam Road and visible above the hedge.  He went on to say that the property was already a modern design and was close to the M45.  The Clerk asked the DPC Cllrs how they would like to respond; either No Objections or No Representation ? Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that a response of No Representation should be submitted, and this was proposed by Cllr Knott, seconded by Cllr Price, and carried unanimously.

7. Dunchurch Thatched Bus Shelter  - to approve undertaking a Structural Survey & Report to review the maintenance & repairs to the Thatched Bus Shelter at a cost of no more than £600.00.
· The Clerk advised the meeting that Cllr Eccleson had suggested that she contact a previous DPC Cllr regarding the historical situation in respect of the Thatched Bus Shelter.  The Clerk went on to say that she had spoken to the gentleman and he had confirmed that the Bus Shelter was a Listed Building and, therefore, any materials used would need to conform with LBC.  
· Cllr Eccleson advised that the building did not need to be de-listed and the DPC could request a dispensation from RBC Planning Department to renovate the Shelter.  He went on to say that detailed plans and a written paper would need to be submitted to the RBC Planning Department and it would be a good idea to engage with them in the first instance.  Cllr Eccleson also advised that RBC Planning Department would offer their advice to the DPC.
· Cllr Gee-Russell said that it was her understanding that the Bus Shelter needed renovation as the back of the structure was sinking and it was not just a cosmetic exercise.  Cllr Eccleson agreed and advised that the foundations at the rear of the Shelter did not have the required support.
· A resident in Dunchurch advised that a Structural Survey had been undertaken in 2014, however, there were concerns whether the Report would be accurate six years later.  Another resident advised that he was a member of the Bus Shelter Working Party and that there was an Architect who was also a member of the WP, who had been involved in obtaining the three quotes and who had been liaising with RBC Planners.
· The Clerk advised that she had received three quotes to conduct a Structural Survey between £300-£600.    
· Cllr Gee-Russell advised that she had located a set of minutes from 2019 and public realm funding had been received by the DPC to renovate the Bus Shelter.  Cllr Eccleson advised that there would be a remittance in the DPC accounts for public realm funding and it could not be spent on anything else.
· Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that the DPC would approve the Structural Survey, in principle, submitted by Colin Davies of KRF Building in the amount of £535.00.  This was proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr O’Connell, and carried unanimously.
8. To approve DPC Policies (previously reviewed) Equal Opportunities & Diversity, Confidentiality & Data Protection, Health & Safety, Disciplinary, Habitual & Vexatious Complaints, Harassment & Anti-Bullying, Social Media, Model Publication Scheme.
· Cllr O’Connell advised that some of the DPC Policies dated back to 2017 and should be updated.  Cllr Knott advised that the DPC Policies were required to be reviewed in line with the Internal Audit requirements.  However, he had requested that the Clerk schedule a further review of the DPC Policies, spread over a twelve-month period when the current round of policies had been approved.
· Cllr Martin suggested that one Cllr could review the policies that they had an interest in, and this would also spread the amount of work required each year.  
· Following a short discussion, it was RESOLVED that the above policies be approved.  This motion was proposed by Cllr Knott, seconded by Cllr Martin, and carried unanimously.
9. To clarify the position with regards to the use of the DPC Laptops.
· Cllr Knott advised that he was Co-Opted as a DPC Cllr in October 2019 and had been given a DPC computer which was password protected and he had not been able to access it.    Cllr Knott said it had been suggested to him that he should not be using personal equipment to access DPC emails so he contacted WALC for advice.   He went on to say that he had also received historical information from Cllr Eccleson and Mr Aird, which had been particularly helpful.  
· Cllr Howard Marsh advised that he was conversant with the Data Protection Act and GDPR Regulations as he dealt with both in his working life.  He went on to say that he would be happy to construct a DPC policy which encompassed all the requirements necessary.  The Clerk was requested to include this as an agenda item in the future and defer a decision until more information was available.

10. Finance 
· To receive & Review Internal Audit 2019/2020
· The Clerk advised that she was in the process of submitting information to the IA and that she would be able to submit the Report prior to the next DPC meeting.
· To approve payments to be made– see attached payment schedule
a. Cllrs noted the Finance Report, attached as an appendix, which had been circulated and uploaded to the DPC web site.
b. The Clerk requested Cllrs to authorise payments to the following:

· Rugby Borough Council – Play Club Sessions & Coaches - £768.00

It was RESOLVED to authorise the above payment.  This motion was proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Gee-Russell and carried unanimously.

11. Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 2019/2020
· To complete and approve annual governance statement at Section 1
· To approve the accounting statements at section 2

The Clerk reported that as the IA had not been completed, both above items need to be deferred until the August meeting and it was agreed that she would include these items on the next agenda.

12. Private Session
Cllr Price asked the Clerk whether there were any items to be discussed in private and the Clerk said there were no items.

Date of the next Dunchurch Parish Council Meeting:   17th August 2020
image1.png




