South West Rugby Newsletter – Number 7 – November 2019

This newsletter is written for residents of South West Rugby and the parishes of Cawston, Dunchurch and Thurlaston.

In this edition:
-          Public Meeting to discuss the SW Rugby development
-          ‘Save Dunchurch’ launch petition
-          How to respond to the SW Rugby plans
-          Another planning application for Oakfield Park

Public Meeting to discuss the SW Rugby development

Rugby Borough Council are ‘consulting’ on their plans for the SW of Rugby but didn’t produce a leaflet to explain their proposal. To make up for this ‘Save Dunchurch’ produced a leaflet for their village and I have also produced a leaflet.

Rugby Borough Council are not holding any public meetings to explain their plans. To make up for this Marie Thompson organised a meeting in Dunchurch and Keith Tilley and the Woodlands Residents Association have also organised a meeting. The Woodlands meeting will be held in the church in Cymbeline Way (next to the post office) and will take place this Thursday, 21st November. It will start at 7.30pm.

If you can’t make the meeting and want to find out more about the Council’s plans then visit Dunchurch Community Library and see their exhibition about the plans.

‘Save Dunchurch’ launch a petition

The ‘Save Dunchurch’ group have a petition on the SW Rugby development plans. You can sign on-line at http://bit.ly/2NGF8xR .  

Responding to the Council’s plans for SW Rugby

There is now just less than a fortnight to respond. All responses have to be with the Council by 5pm on Friday 29th November.

You can respond by emailing the Council on localplan@rugby.gov.uk.

You can send in as many responses as you want.

Remember to give your name and address.

The best responses are individual and based on what you know. If you are a parent of a four year old you could write about their need for open space. If you are a cyclist you could write about the lack of a cycle path grid in the plans. If as a local resident you know about flooding on part of the site write about that.

By all means write about the folly of developing SW Rugby when the vast majority of the Rugby Radio Masts site (Houlton) remains undeveloped but put any general comments about the number of houses planned for SW Rugby at the end of what you write as the planners have been instructed to ignore those comments. It might make you feel better though.

I am being asked for phrases people should use. 'Save Dunchurch' have produced a leaflet and you can make use of any of the words in that leaflet. If you just want to spend less than five minutes on your response you can cut and paste from the words below.  





Help with your response

Some words:

“In the local plan the Inspector said there should be “a significant buffer between Rugby town and Dunchurch”. I don’t believe the SPD gives us this significant buffer. A ‘buffer’ only 80 metres wide between Northampton Lane and Montague Road is not significant. Furthermore it is not a proper buffer as it is planned to put the new spine road in the 80 metres.

I don’t like the way the Council has twisted the Inspector’s words and now says there should only be a “buffer between Rugby and Dunchurch village”. The rest of Dunchurch should have a buffer too. There should be a buffer running along the parish boundary between Dunchurch and Alwyn Road.

I don’t believe the Council when it says that none of the thousands of new residents will require “parks and gardens” or “allotments”. The local plan acknowledges that both Dunchurch and Thurlaston already have a shortage of “parks and gardens” and “allotments”. The local plan also says that the three Rugby wards which run up against SW Rugby also have a shortage of “parks and gardens” and “allotments”. Both “parks and gardens” and “allotments” could be allocated to build up the buffer between Rugby town and Dunchurch”.

… but it is better to say what you want to say in your own words.

Oakfield Park Victory

McCarthy & Stone want to take Oakfield Park away from local residents. However they backed down from the planning inquiry they had asked for. McCarthy & Stone have come back with a new planning application – R19/1164. In what McCarthy & Stone describe as a generous move they are now prepared to hand back half of the park to the Council for the use of local residents.

Disclaimer

Both my wife and I have strong views about the way Rugby should develop. These views are not always the same. If you see any news stories about planning including a comment by an “Allanach” please check whether it is Glenda or myself speaking.

The South West Rugby Newsletter

If you don’t want to receive any more of these let me know and I will take you off the mailing list.

I am aiming to provide an update for the residents of South West Rugby, Cawston, Dunchurch and Thurlaston every month on the South West Rugby development. Feel free to copy this newsletter to friends and relatives who may be interested. I will send them next month’s newsletter direct if they email me on richardallanach@aol.com.

I will try to make this newsletter “hard news” rather than “fake news” by using official sources such as planning applications and ONS press releases as much as possible. This newsletter is intended to be mainly about facts. If you want to hear livelier opinions on these matters try the “Ashlawn Road”; “Save Dunchurch”; “Cawston Residents” and “Rugby About Turn” Facebook pages.

I try to reduce the burden on your mailboxes by not using attachments.

This month I have just met my aim to give you the news in less than a thousand words.

Richard Allanach
richardallanach@aol.com
27 Overslade Manor Drive
 

