South West Rugby Newsletter – Number 8 – February 2020

This newsletter is written for residents of South West Rugby and the parishes of Cawston, Dunchurch and Thurlaston. 

In this edition:
        Apology;
        New warehouse plans;
        Revamp for “Free Crick” roundabout;
        Hedge to be axed but oak saved;
        Roadworks galore;
        No date for new schools, GP surgery etc;
        RBC fail to meet planning deadline; and
        More open-space lost.

Apology

Please accept my apologies for not producing an update in either December or January. I was somewhat pre-occupied with efforts to save the Ashlawn Road hedge (failed) and its class A oak (succeeded). Lots of different people and organisations joined in with this work.

Symmetry warehouse scheme

Everyone who commented on Symmetry’s warehouse scheme will have received a letter from RBC last weekend saying that new details had been posted on their planning portal. Those who went and had a peek at R16/2569 would have noticed the most recent document on the Council’s website was dated 2018! However this week the Council have loaded 23 new documents about the proposal. The new documents include:

        Artists’ impressions of what the scheme would look like;
        A proposal for a combined heat and power plant;
        New traffic forecasts – the developers suggest that even without the warehouses traffic on Coventry Road, Dunchurch is going to double. In one scenario, with the warehouses, traffic on this road almost trebles; and
        An archaeologist’s report on the 2017/18 excavations – a bronze-age roundhouse was discovered.

Revamp for “Free Crick” roundabout

The warehouse documents also include a proposal for a new road – which the developers say has the blessing of Warwickshire County Council. The new road would run North from the A45/M45 roundabout, cut the disused railway line just to the west of Brickyard Spinney and make a fourth arm of the “Free Crick” roundabout.
This approach is somewhat surprising because in 2016 the county council condemned this roundabout saying the “roundabout is considered to be a poor standard junction with existing issues with levels and alignment that make delivery of enhanced mitigation proposals particularly difficult in this area”. [The roundabout was designed by the county council].
Previously link-road schemes onto the A4071 were shown arriving at a new roundabout South of Potford’s Dam Farm.
The traffic modelling suggests that if this link were to be built the growth of traffic on Coventry Road, Dunchurch would not be as great.

Hedge to be axed but oak saved

RBC have recently approved two planning applications for Ashlawn Fields and the developers have already started work. The planning committee voted to approve the grubbing up of the remaining hedge fronting Ashlawn Road but after a public outcry the developer agreed to spare the class A oak tree.

Roadworks galore

We currently have roadworks organised by Western Power along Dunchurch Road and the neighbouring estates which run until April. Amongst other things they are upgrading the electricity mains in order to supply the Ashlawn Fields estate.
Severn Trent Water are going to be all over Hillside throughout the year shoring up the fresh water supply system [they say this is not connected to recent developments].
In September a new road lane, capable of holding perhaps four cars, is going to be cut into the grass beside the Lord John statue in Dunchurch. 
[No news yet but I can’t help but feel that doubling the load on the Hillside sewage system is going to result in some hefty road works sooner or later.]

No date for new schools, GP surgery etc

Warwickshire County Council’s cabinet met in November 2019 and considered the school capital programme. No funds were allocated to start planning for any of the school sites in SW Rugby. [Meanwhile the Crescent School, a private school, says it is going to put on an extra reception class this year to cope with the demand from all the new houses being built locally].
No new GP surgery is to be built for SW Rugby before the new district centre opens. 
The first hundred houses to be built on Ashlawn Fields will have nowhere for children to play.

RBC fail to meet planning deadline

I trust lots of people who receive this newsletter commented on the draft SW Rugby Supplementary Planning Document. RBC said it would analyse the responses and the document would be adopted by the Council this month. The new policy was not considered at the Council’s first meeting this month and is not on the agenda to be considered at the last meeting in February (this coming Tuesday).
 
More open space lost

The planning committee voted to allow McCarthy and Stone to convert half of Oakfield Park into a “retirement home”. 

The South West Rugby Newsletter

If you don’t want to receive any more of these let me know and I will take you off the mailing list.
I am aiming to provide an update for the residents of South West Rugby, Cawston, Dunchurch and Thurlaston every month on the South West Rugby development. Feel free to copy this newsletter to friends and relatives who may be interested. I will send them next month’s newsletter direct if they email me on richardallanach@aol.com. 
I will try to make this newsletter “hard news” rather than “fake news” by using official sources such as planning applications and ONS press releases as much as possible. This newsletter is intended to be mainly about facts. If you want to hear livelier opinions on these matters try the “Ashlawn Road”; “Save Dunchurch”; “Cawston Residents” and “Rugby About Turn” Facebook pages.
The views in this newsletter are mine and are not necessarily shared by Glenda.
I try to reduce the burden on your mailboxes by not using attachments. 
This month I have just met my aim to give you the news in less than a thousand words.
Richard Allanach
richardallanach@aol.com
27 Overslade Manor Drive

